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Diyalog projelerini yürütecek 
kuruluşlardan bazıları neden böyle bir 

proje tasarladıklarını, çalışmalarıyla 
ne tür sonuçlar elde etmeyi 

hedeflediklerini, ortaklık ve diyalog için 
düşüncelerini anlatıyor...
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DÜNDEN BUGÜNE 

SİVİL TOPLUM 
DİYALOĞU

Belediyeler, meslek 
örgütleri, üniversiteler 

ve gençlik örgütleri gibi 
AB ile Türkiye arasındaki 
diyalogda önemli etkiye 
sahip aktörlerin, Avrupalı 

ortaklarıyla birlikte 
geliştirdiği 119 projeye 

toplam 19,3 milyon 
Avro destek sağlandı. 

Bu süreçte Türkiye’den 
ve 21 üye ve aday 

ülkeden 153 sivil toplum 
ortaklığı kuruldu.

Kültür-Sanat ve Tarım-
Balıkçılık temalarında 
uygulanan programın 

ikinci ayağında, 41 
ortaklık projesine 5 

milyon Avronun üzerinde 
destek sağlanırken, farklı 

temalarda geliştirilen 
küçük ölçekli etkinliklere 
de 280 bin Avroya yakın 
kaynak aktarıldı. Kurulan 

160 ortaklık, AB ve Türkiye 
arasında sivil toplum 
diyaloğunu daha da 

güçlendirdi.

Programın yeni dönemi, medya 
ve siyasi kriterler alanında çalışan 

Türkiye ve AB’den sivil toplum 
kuruluşlarının ortaklık projelerine 

sahne oluyor.
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DEMOKRATİK DEĞERLERE SİVİL 
TOPLUM DESTEĞİ

AB üyeliği sürecinde hayata geçirilen 
reformlar ve sonuçlarının daha iyi 
anlaşılması ve bu reformların sivil 
toplum kuruluşlarının katılımıyla 

gerçekleştirilmesini desteklemek üzere, 
insan hakları; ayrımcılıkla mücadele 

ve demokrasi ile hukukun üstünlügü 
başlıklarında geliştirilen 39 ortaklık 
projesine yaklaşık 4.9 milyon Avro 
hibe sağlanıyor. Toplam üç grupta 
toplanan bu projeler kapsamında, 
AB üye ülkesi ve Türkiye’den 40’ın 

üzerinde sivil toplum kurulusunun etkin 
katılımıyla, karşılıklı bilgi alışverişi ve 

deneyim paylaşımı sağlanacak bir çok 
etkinlik düzenleniyor. 

Diyalog projelerini, Avrupa ve Türkiye’nin 
dört bir yanındaki etkinliklerini ve 

proje çıktılarını internet sitemiz 
ve sosyal medya kanallarımızdan 

takip edebilirsiniz.

2008

CSD - III

HABERLER

4

8
6

2

16
18

CIVIL SOCIETY DIALOGUE
CONTINUES WITH POLITICAL 
CRITERIA & MEDIA PROJECTS
Of the new phase of Civil Society Dialogue 

Programme...

A look at the past, present and the future 

of Civil Society Dialogue...

Some of the organisations that are running these 

dialogue projects explain the thinking behind 

their plans and their hopes for the outcomes of the 

partnership and dialogue...

Notes from opening events of the programme...

Through the Dialogue meetings, the Ministry aims to 
listen to the voice of CSOs, collect their feedback on EU 

accession process and get them involved as much as 
possible in this process.

News and announcements from Civil 

Society Dialogue Programme and grant 

beneficiaries...
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CIVIL SOCIETY DIALOGUE OPENING 
EVENTS

DIALOGUE MEETINGS WITH  
CIVIL SOCIETY

NEWS

FROM PAST TO PRESENT 
CIVIL SOCIETY DIALOGUE

SİVİL TOPLUMLA 
DİYALOG

TOPLANTILARI 
Avrupa Birliği Bakanlığı, sivil toplum kuruluşlarının güçlendirilmesi ve Türkiye’nin üyelik 

surecinde etkin rol oynamaları için çeşitli çalışmalar yürütüyor ve sivil toplumla sürekli diyalog 
halinde olmaya caba gösteriyor. Bir ülkede demokrasinin gelişmesi ve yerleşmesi açısından 

önemli bir yere sahip olan sivil toplum kuruluşları, AB üyelik sürecinin katılımcı bir çerçevede 
yürütülmesi için de kilit rol oynuyor.

Bu anlayışla, Avrupa Birliği Bakanlığı olarak Sivil Toplumla 
Diyalog Toplantılarını geleneksel bir buluşma haline 
getirmiş bulunuyoruz. “Güçlü bir sivil toplum ve güçlü bir 
Türkiye” sloganıyla düzenli aralıklarla gerçekleştirdiğimiz 
bu toplantılar aracılığıyla sivil toplumu dinlemeye, 
onların öneri ve görüşlerini alarak, kendilerini AB 
sürecine mümkün olan en üst düzeyde dahil etmeye özen 
gösteriyoruz. Bugüne kadar, kadın haklarından çevreye, 

yerel yönetimlerden gençliğe, farklı inanç gruplarından 
sivil topluma yönelik hibe olanaklarına bir çok farklı 
tema altında bir dizi diyalog toplantısı gerçekleştirdik. 
Kısa süre önce kamuoyuna tanıttığımız Türkiye’nin 
Yeni Avrupa Birliği İletişim Stratejisi çerçevesinde sivil 
toplumla işbirliğimizi daha da güçlendirmek, politika 
oluşturma süreçlerine etkin düzeyde katılımlarını 
sağlamak ve sorunlarını çözebilmek için destek nitelikli 
çalışmalarımıza devam ediyoruz. 

Sivil Toplumla Diyalog Toplantılarının ilkini geçtiğimiz 
Kasım ayında İstanbul’da; ikincisini Şubat ayında İzmir’de 

gerçekleştirdik. Diyalog toplantılarımız 18 Mart Konya ve 
24 Mart Adana etkinliklerimizle devam ediyor.

Sivil Toplum Diyaloğu yeni dönemi 
açılış etkinlikleri 11-13 Kasım 2014 

tarihleri arasında Ankara’da gerçekleşti. 
Türkiye ve Avrupa’dan yüzün üzerinde 
sivil toplum ve medya kuruluşunun 
temsilcilerinin katıldığı ve hibe uygulama 
eğitimleriyle başlayan etkinliklerin 
açılışını Avrupa Birliği Bakanlığı Müsteşar 
Yardımcısı Dr Mehmet Cangir ve 
Merkezi Finans ve İhale Birimi Başkan 
Vekili Emine Döğer gerçekleştirdi. 
Avrupa Birliği Türkiye Delegasyonu 
temsilcilerinin de katılım gösterdiği 
eğitimler sırasında, hibe faydalanıcısı 
kuruluşlar ve ortakları, önümüzdeki 
yaklaşık 14 ay boyunca projelerini hayata 
geçirirken ihtiyaç duyacakları teknik 
konularda eğitim aldı. 

Açılış etkinliği aynı zamanda, Sivil 
Toplum Diyaloğu Programının bu 
döneminde ilk defa düzenlenecek 
olan Diyalog Seminerleri için önemli 
bir organizasyona da ev sahipliği 
yaptı. Medya, sivil toplum ve kamu 
personelini bir araya getirecek olan 
Diyalog seminerlerinin en etkin şekilde 
düzenlenebilmesi için tarafların 
görüşlerine başvurulan çalıştaya 
alanlarını temsilen deneyimli gazeteciler, 
iletişim alanında etkin sivil toplum 
kuruluşları ve bu iki sektörle sıkça 
çalışan kamu personeli katıldı.

SİVİL TOPLUM 
PROGRAMI

AÇILIŞ ETKİNLİKLERİ 
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DIALOGUE MEETINGS 
WITH 

CIVIL SOCIETY
The Ministry for European Union Affairs, as part of Turkey’s New Communication Strategy for 
European Union, has been organising a series of activities to assist civil society organisations 

develop and take a more active role in Turkey’s accession process. Furthermore,  the Ministry is 
committed to keep its dialogue with these organisations up and running. CSOs, with their robust 

contribution to upholding democratic values, play a key role in Turkey’s accession to EU.

The Ministry for European Union Affairs, in line with 
the New European Union Communication Strategy, 
has been organizing a series of Dialogue Meetings with 
CSOs by its own financial resources and has determined 
that these become a regular feature of its work. Through 
the meetings the Ministry aims to listen to the voice 
of CSOs, collect their feedback on the EU accession 
process, and get them involved as much as possible 
in the process, with their motto “Stronger Civil Society, 

Stronger Turkey”. The recent meetings have had various 
thematic focus, such as rights of women, environment, 
local administration, youth, minorities, and civil society.

As part of Turkey’s new EU Communication Strategy, 
launched by Volkan Bozkır, Minister for European Union 
Affairs and Chief Negotiator, these meetings continue 
with an aim to strengthen the cooperation with CSOs, 
ensure their participation to policy development and 
help them solve pressing issues.
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26 November 2014 - İstanbul
The first Dialogue Meeting was held in İstanbul on 26th 

November 2014. Over two thousand representatives 

from four hundred CSOs from a variety of different fields 

attended this meeting.  The CSOs came representing a 

range of issues, from women and youth organisations to 

CSOs working for disabled people’s rights.

The EU Minister and Chief Negotiator, Volkan 

Bozkır, presented and discussed Turkey’s new EU 

Communication Strategy with the CSOs and gathered 

their feedback on the  Ministry’s planned approach to 

realizing this strategy. 

In his speech, Minister Bozkır underlined the important 

role of CSOs in the development of the country’s policies 

towards EU accession and that, as the Ministry for 

European Union Affairs, valued the Dialogue Meetings 

and are committed to organizing further such meetings.

During the event presentations were also delivered on 

the Erasmus Plus Programme and about the available 

financial support for CSOs as part of the Pre-accession 

Funds.

19 February 2015 - İzmir
The second Dialogue Meeting with CSOs was held in 

İzmir on 19th February 2015. Representatives of civil 

society organisations, local administration, the business 

community and universities participated in this event in 

İzmir, a city known by its intense civil activity. 

Participants had the chance to discuss Turkey’s new EU 

Communication strategy with Minister Bozkır after he 

presented the main strategy and activities the Ministry is 

planning to implement. Details of new funds, which will 

be available for civil society organisations, in relation to 

this new strategy, were also shared by the participants.

Dialogue Meetings in Konya, Adana, 
Bursa and Antalya
The Dialogue Meetings continued in Konya, Adana, 

Bursa and Antalya on 18th March, 24th March, 22nd April 

and 28th April respectively. At these meetings Minister 

Bozkır stated that: “the EU accession process is not just 

a process that brings corporate-legal EU standards to 

our country but also a process of social transformation. 

And this process can only succeed through strong civil 

participation.”

The Minister emphasized that their commitment to 

Turkey’s accession to EU drew strength from the great 

interest of civil society demonstrated through the 

Dialogue Meetings running in different regions of the 

country with the participation of 12000 civil society 

representatives.
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These are just a few of the nearly 130 cities that will play 
host to events organised by the 55 dialogue projects 
running in the 2014-2016 phase of the EU-Turkey Civil 
Society Dialogue Programme. The projects began in 
October last year and are being implemented through 
partnerships among Turkish and EU civil society 
groups, including media organisations..

Of the 55 joint projects, 39 are designed to work on 
themes to address discriminatory practices, and 
promote Human Rights, democracy and the rule of 
law. They are opening up opportunities for exchange 
of information and experience between many NGOs in 
Europe and in Turkey.

These 39 dialogue projects run under the political 
criteria grant programme of the Civil Society Dialogue, 
with specific objectives that involve a range of issues: 
employment rights for the disabled, the participation 
of women in political life, strengthening transparency 
and accountability, preserving the cultural heritage of 
different faith groups, developing care for the elderly 
and the rights of senior citizens, improving the juvenile 
justice system, supporting children in care and foster 
families, raising awareness of the rights of refugees 
and asylum-seekers, and strengthening inter-faith 
tolerance.

Through the range of activities that will bring together 
the institutions benefiting from the 39 projects, their 
partners and their subsidiaries, public awareness of the 
fundamental priorities of the Turkish-EU relationship 
will be raised.  It is expected that the events bringing 
individuals and groups together will take major steps 
toward allowing Turkish and European societies to get 
to know and understand one another better.

In addition to the political criteria projects, there are 
another 16 projects working with the media, which 
each, as with the political criteria projects, have  an 
average of 100 thousand euros in funding. These 
projects work to inform the public about Turkish-

relations, to explain the steps of the process and 
the results achieved, and to produce creative work 
designed to strengthen mutual understanding 
between the communities of the EU and Turkey. The 
media grant projects involve activities such as joint 
TV and documentary productions by the European 
and Turkish partners, training for the media to raise 
awareness of EU issues, and live broadcasts and vox 
pops to measure public opinion. The media has a key 
role in strengthening inter-communal dialogue and 
as a result there is also a lot of training and capacity 
building to develop the knowledge and manpower 
needed to fulfil this role.

The Civil Society Dialogue Programme, jointly funded 
by the European Union and the Republic of Turkey, 
gives crucial support to the development of mutual 
understanding for the peoples of the European Union 
and Turkey through the financial assistance it provides 
to hundreds of civil society groups in the project areas 
it has prioritised. Once the projects are completed, it is 
expected that the civil groups they brought together 
continue their cooperation and joint work.  Thus, the 
Programme anticipates its impact will be scaled up 
and extended.

The Civil Society Dialogue Programme held its 
official opening on 11-13 November 2014 with the 
participation of the 55 grant-winning organisations. 
The events began with training on technical issues 
and experience sharing for the project owners. On 
the evening of the same day there was a concert by a 
young Turkish musician,  Karsu Dönmez,who currently 
resides in the Netherlands and is quickly building a 
tremendous fan-base for the jazz-accented Anatolian 
melodies that she and her band play.  In many respects 
Karsu is the living embodiment of an intercultural 
dialogue and great symbol for the Programme. 

The three-day event also included seminars on 
effective dialogue among the media, NGOs and the 
public and a workshop to plan a roadmap.

Antalya, Nürnberg, Giresun, 
Stockholm, London, İstanbul, 
Karaman, Brussels, Athens, Bolu, 
Tekirdağ, Duisburg, Mersin, 
Amsterdam, Ordu, Berlin, Mardin, 
Bucharest, Adana, Vienna, Nevşehir, 
Hamburg, Paris, Konya, Eskişehir...
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A series of activities to seal the launch 
of the new period of Civil Society 

Dialogue Programme took place on 
11-13 November 2014 in Ankara. The 
opening activities started with the 
launch of the grant implementation 
training, officially opened by Dr Mehmet 
Cangir Deputy Undersecretary of 
Ministry for European Union Affairs and 
Ms Emine Döğer Acting PAO, Central 
Finance and Contracts Unit. Through 
the training programme, co-attended by 
the officials of EU Delegation to Turkey, 
representatives of grant beneficiary 
institutions were given technical 
information on how to implement and 
utilise the grant that they will manage in 
the coming months.

The opening activities also hosted an 
important workshop, as the start-up 
activity of the Dialogue Seminars being 
implemented for the first time under 
the Programme. Dialogue Seminars are 
designed to bring together key actors 
from media, civil society and public 
sector with an ambition to improve 
the dialogue amongst them. The kick-
off workshop brought together senior 
journalists, civil society actors and public 
officials through which they had the 
ground to discuss the methodology and 
content for the coming seminars.

CIVIL SOCIETY DIALOGUE
OPENING EVENTS 
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Some of the organisations that 
are running these dialogue 

projects explain the thinking 
behind their plans and their 

hopes for the outcomes of the 
partnership and dialogue.

MY 
PROJECT
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Social Media Freedom and Non-Muslim 
Minorities Project

Our project deals with social media and non-Muslim minorities. With 
three partners, our project will mainly operate in Istanbul, but we 
will also research social media and non-Christian groups in Greece. 

We will study the social media usage habits of non-Muslim 
minorities. Then we will examine the function of social media as a 
tool for societal integration. While there is a lot of work on how the 
use of social media such as Facebook and Twitter, there is no study 
of how this relates to different groups. Our project will be a first in 
that respect. 

Different groups do live together in Turkey and there is an on-going 
discussion of a democratisation process. Our project and others like it 
are important for different groups to live together on the basis of their 
own rights and for the elimination of various forms of discrimination. 
When you take into account Turkey’s young population and the use 
of social media by young people I think this project is an important 
step in terms of the democratisation process.

Cemre Baytok
Yeniköy Panaya Greek Church and School 

Association

Organised by the Yeniköy Panaya Greek 
Church and School Association, with 

the Hellenic Foundation for European & 
Foreign Policy and Istanbul Bilgi University

Ines Bulic
European Network on 

Independent Living (ENIL), 
Dublin, Ireland

In partnership between 
the European Network 
on Independent Living, 

the Bulgarian Centre for 
Independent Living and the 

Human Rights in Mental 
Health Initiative

Independent Living Network: Promoting the Right 
to Independent Living of People with Disabilities in 
Turkey Project

Our project is designed to defend and encourage the right of disabled 
individuals to live independently. We are very excited to be working on this 
issue with Turkish policy-makers and decision-makers. 

We have two partners in the project. The first is the Centre for Independent 
Living in Bulgaria, and the other is the Human Rights in Mental Health Initiative 
from Turkey. There is a very busy year ahead of us, with all the events we are 
planning with our partners. We will be holding working visits to Sofia and 
Dublin to see how the concept of independent living works in practice and 
there will be a summer camp for persons with disability. In the final phase of 
the project we will organise a conference to hold a full discussion of Article 19 
of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 
which covers the right to independent living, with Turkish policy-makers 
and decision-makers. Together we are going to discuss how we can make 
independent living a reality in Turkey and draw up a road map for realising 
Article 19 in Turkey.

This is our first project in Turkey. It is very exciting for us and we thank everyone 
for this important opportunity.
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Each Child Has the Right to Grow in a Loving and 
Caring Family Project

We designed this project to help spread the foster family system in Turkey 
and bring it to EU standards. While the idea of a ‘foster family’ has spread a 
little in recent years, many people still actually know very little about the 
concept. Fostering is when children without their biological parents are 
raised in other families, often with the protection and support of the state. 
We may not be able to achieve everything with this project but at least we 
will have spread this idea in our country and create public awareness to 
increase foster families. 

The process of being taken out of institutional care and placed with 
different families can often be a traumatic one. In Holland they are running a 
programme called “Back Pack” that acts as a way of reducing this relocation 
trauma, something that is often ignored. This is very new in Turkey. In Europe 
it is applied in a few places. Our project has two main components and the 
first relates to transferring this method to our country, making use of the 
experience of our partners. We aim to train 30 social services experts on this 
method through the training we’ve designed. 

The second component is to draft and submit to the Ministry legislation that 
will allow the foster family model, which is now just backed by government 
directives, to reach EU standards.

I am a foster carer. I’ve taken on the care of four children. I have seen over the 
last five years that I could take this experience to other people and organise 
to create better results. I’ve learned a lot in five years and many things have 
changed. I’ve taken part in international work, contributed to academic 
studies and through our project I have had the chance to help others with 
training. This has helped me a lot as a person. I am happy and having fun. I 
was always a person that loved to learn and  I guess that is now having an 
impact.

This is my dream project. Think of dominoes: once you move one, things 
begin to happen. I believe that when I realise my dream things will change. I 
think we are moving closer to many things step by step. But it is not just my 
dream. Believe me, believe us, or believe this, it is the dream of many friends 
of children. I hope the end of the project will bring good things.

I believe we have to find a place in the system for the overlooked negative 
experiences in childhood that are reflected in adult life. We not only need 
to address the regulatory environment, but also have the know-how to 
implement the methodology once the directives are in place. There are 
11,000 children in Turkey without parents and we are just at the start of the 
road. Still I think our project can make a real difference and move our country 
forward in terms of foster care. I really expect many things to change after 
the project.

Ayfer Doğan
Denizli Foster Family 

Association

Jointly run by the Denizli 
Foster Family Association 

and the Dutch International 
Child Development Initiatives



11

Erica Letailleur
CRT St. Balaise

Jointly run by French NGO CRT 
St Blainse and the Nevşehir 
Association of Visual Arts

Contemplation Project

We call our project ‘Contemplation’. Our aim is to build a dialogue of faith between 
groups living in Turkey and France. This is a sensitive issue in France, the European 
Union and in Turkey. In France there is a reaction against Islam and for that reason 
perhaps Turkey is not wanted in the European Union. Our aim is for French and 
Turkish people to understand each other better through a multi-cultural viewpoint. 
So we plan to hold theatre, cultural activities, a festival, and a conference in order to 
bring French and Turkish communities together. Our primary aim is to understand 
each other better and to be more accepting of each other. For the sake of Turkey’s EU 
membership we want Turkish and French people to understand each other better in 
many areas from scientific issues to politics. 

Copyright Distribution for Turkish Film Industry and 
Online Broadcasting Project

We are running our project with the German Documentary Filmmakers Association. 
The project aims to develop a model for the distribution of copyright in Turkey as 
well as preparing a technical report on online cinema publication and identifying 
the infrastructure needed to start online broadcasting.

In fact the project has concrete outcomes as target. About three years ago we 
ran a different project, the Archivist Digital Documentary Library Project that we 
have started with the Istanbul Development Agency. As a result of this project 
we converted about 850 documentaries into digital format. Our current dialogue 
project a further 150 films will be added to the digital library, but the platform will 
be widened in terms of access and production details of all the films will be placed 
on the Internet. Users will be able to directly discover what films are in the library 
and who owns them. But more important than this is the development of the royalty 
distribution model that the entire cinema sector needs. Perhaps you are aware that 
the Turkish music and publishing industries have an established royalty distribution 
system. Royalties are distributed according to various conditions. But cinema sadly 
has nothing like that yet. Whether you are a director, a writer, or a composer you 
cannot get royalties from a cinematic work. Legally this area is vague. The Copyright 
Law number 5846 doesn’t do what we need it to do. 

Along with our partner AG DOK we aim to examine how this system works in Europe, 
how the model for royalty distribution works, and how the amounts are decided. All 
of this will be compiled in a legal report and shared with the industry actors. We 
want to reach a common conclusion by sharing it with the music and publishing 
sectors as well as cinema.

Initially we were put off by the heavy demands of reporting and documentation, but 
in the end, as long as you work very carefully and thoroughly, it is not impossible. 
The initial alarm has gone and we are feeling confident. The training we received 
from the Ministry’s Technical Assistance Team was very helpful. The experts who 
trained us have long years of experience in these matters and after the training 
sessions we relaxed a little.

We have many years of cooperation with our partner AG DOK. We’ve already worked 
together on the 1,001 Documentary Film Festival and other special projects. This 
project will further deepen our cooperation and hopefully open the way for new 
partnerships once it is over.

Yasin Ali Türkeri
BSB Professional Union of 
Cinematic Rights Holders

In partnership between the 
BSB Professional Union of 
Cinematic Rights Holders 

and the Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Dokumentarfilm from Germany
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Swedish Model in Turkey: Getting Strong Through 
Partnership

Sometimes when I am touring our region in somewhere I’ve never been I come 
across a sign saying “Carried out with European Union support.” This really excites 
me. It makes me hope that things will change in Turkey.

Of course our project’s difference from all the other support is that we are establishing 
a dialogue through direct contact. I think this will make it much more effective.

At Kamer, we have been active for about 17 years and have run many projects with 
EU financial support, but for the first time we are going to try to pool our information 

Nebahat Akkoç 
Kamer Foundation

In partnership between the Kamer 
Foundation and Winnet Sverige 

from Sweden

Creating Educational Programs with EU Standards for 
Anti-Discrimination Project

We are working on our project jointly with CESIE, a foundation with branches in 
other European countries that works on human rights issues. Our first priority is to 
work on what has been done in Turkish primary schools to combat discrimination 
against the disabled in terms of curriculum and teaching activities. This will make 
up a report covering the whole of Turkey. It will contain sections on what is being 
done in Turkey and on the educational curriculum. Then we will take the work of 
our partner CESIE on anti-discrimination work in primary schools in Italy and other 
European countries and combine it into a report. We aim to work with second, 
third and fourth grade students at about 30 primary schools in Istanbul’s Ataşehir 
region to raise awareness on disability, provide guidance on behaviour toward the 
disabled, and to fight against prejudice and discrimination. 

Key outputs of the project are both  a report on the status quo in Turkey and also 
a report on the work of combating discrimination against the disabled in primary 
education in Italy and other European countries. In the end these two reports will be 
combined into one and presented to the Ministry of National Education.

We will work with the Ministry to include certain activities related to disability into 
the primary education curriculum. We will provide one-to-one consultancy on, for 
example, what a class teacher should do when explaining to students disability and 
discrimination and what can be done about it. We will consult on how to feed this 
into general education and what kind of activities can be carried out.

As I have explained, what we were actually trying to do was to identify which 
European model may be best applied in Turkey. We chose Italy for this because there 
is a lot of work in Italy on integration and the disabled. The quality of education 
at schools where the disabled are involved in normal education is in the region 
of 98 percent. In terms of integration it is a very successful country. We will try to 
implement their experience in our country by learning from them and from the 
work in other European countries. We will try to get the Ministry, which has the final 
say as legislator, moving on this issue with our examples and our reports.

Nurdan Doğanay
Spastic Children’s 

Foundation of Turkey

In partnership between 
Spastic Children’s 

Foundation of Turkey and 
the Centro Studi el Iniziative 
Europero Onlus (CESIE) from 

Italy
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and experience and share our successful methods with a women’s group from 
Sweden, trying to strengthen both sides. And naturally, we are very excited.

In fact the desire from our people and particularly from people like us who 
run projects to make use of the experience of EU member countries is very 
high. So we are hoping for participation from many different areas in the 
meetings we will hold. We want the participants at the meetings and their 
institutions to come away with new partnerships so that we can make lasting 
and sustainable cooperation. I wish the resources were even more, so that we 
could for example send public servants working on violence against women 
to Sweden.

It will be a major step forward for us to have people from Sweden who work 
in the same areas come and share their experience with us. In particular we 
wonder how they got to where they are now. Sharing that will be hopeful for 
us. Already we’ve seen in other partnerships that our team always ask “Did 
this used to happen to you?”  “When did it stop? How?”  That kind of sharing 
is very motivational for us.

I think it will be great....

News Coverage on Turkish Media Landscape Project

I am chairman of the Giresun Journalists Association. Our project looks at 
the problems caused by monopolisation in our media. Sixty essays will be 
prepared and translated into English. Later they will be published as a book 
and distributed in Europe and Turkey.

The goal is to contribute to Turkey’s European Union harmonisation process 
by comparing the Turkish media to that of the European Union. I think the 
project will contribute significantly. We know that there are some problems 
in the Turkish media, particularly related to monopoly issues. We want to 
contribute by establishing the dialogue needed to achieve a media of EU 
standards.

Our project partner is the Swedish Journalists Without Borders. Together we 
will examine the situation both in Sweden and in the European Union and 
we will secure the publication of the essays there as well. We, as local Turkish 
journalists, will take on the status of the European Union in Turkey, and the 
overall publication will provide an analysis of the comparative experiences. I 
think this will contribute to the development of the media.

At first glance our project may look easy because we are dealing with our 
own field. But there are of course difficulties in the implementation phases. 
But the fact that it is dealing with journalism is exciting for us and we think it 
is a very important project.

Bekir Bayram
Giresun Journalists 

Association

In partnership between 
the Giresun Journalists 

Association and Reportrar 
Utan Granser of Sweden
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Fight Against Discrimination to People with Disabilities 
Project

The full name of our project is ‘Fight Against Discrimination to People with 
Disabilities’. It is being run by OZEV, with the participation of the Spinal Cord 
Paralytics Association of Turkey and ASPAYM from Spain. Among the activities we 
will carry out, one of the most important is the training that we will give to 15 
NGOs on methods and tools in the fight against discrimination in terms of rights 
of the disabled.

The training will educate two advocates from each NGO in methods and tools, 
meaning about 30 advocates will benefit from the education.

Our project goals include decoding the prejudice that faces the disabled, searching 
for and exposing the discrimination and strengthening the capacity of NGOs to do 
so. Before, the NGOs which we are going to work with in this project had almost 
no experience in the field of discrimination. So we’re excited to do something that 
is new for all of us. We see this experience as a process of discovery.

EU-TR  Civil Network for Women in Politics Project

As Kadem, we believe in the establishment of an effective civil network of women 
as an important step towards securing democracy in Turkey.  

We know that the civil society organisations in EU member countries, especially 
those involving women, are quite active in decision making mechanisms and 
policy making processes. We have developed this project together with our 
partners from France and Belgium in order to transfer the experience of how this 
process works and how this civil network is managed. 

We expect, at the conclusion of our activities, to establish a strong and sustainable 
cooperation and communication network between the Turkish and EU CSOs. We 
will organise joint events in several cities of Belgium, France, Germany and Turkey 
during the 12-month duration of our project. 

Although, the network development activities will form the basis for these events, 
we will also have the opportunity to study best practices in the area of lobbying 
in EU countries and will draft a booklet covering such activities involving women’s 
associations.

In our civil participation meetings, symposium and workshops we aim at providing 
support and strengthening the women’s place in political life regarding active and 
effective participation in politics. An important output of our project  will be a 
training curriculum in this field. 

Bülent Avcılar
Turkish Foundation for Education 

and Support of the Disabled

Turkish Foundation for Education 
and Support of the Disabled (OZEV) 

in partnership with the Asocacion 
de Paraplejikos y Personas con 
Gran Discapacidad Fisica de la 

Comunidad (ASPAYM) from Madrid 
and the Spinal Cord Paralytics 

Association of Turkey

Zeynep Yokmaç
Association of Women and 

Democracy – KADEM

In partnership with Conseil pour 
la Justice and Egalite et Paix- 

COJEP from France, and  Forum 
of European Muslim Youth and 

Student Organisations from 
Belgium.
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Arzu Akgün
Aral Group

In partnership 
between Aral 
Group and A4 

Art Design from 
Greece

Turkey-Greece Media Bridging Project

With our project we aim to develop a sustainable dialogue on a range of issues 
between Turkish and Greek media groups based on mutual understanding and 
cooperation. We will be holding a variety of events with direct participation by 
media organisations in the two countries, journalists, academics and NGOs.

In preparation we formed a Project Advisory Board selected after interviews with 
journalists experienced in Turkish-Greek relations. Among the board members are 
expert journalists and academics such as Dr. Burcu Sümer, Dr. Sevgi Can Yağcı Aksel, 
Özge Mumcu, Sedat Bozkurt, Burak Bekdil, Zafer Çakmak and Andreas Belibassakis.

The project opened with a panel on The Role of the Media in Turkish-Greek Relations. 
We have invited members of the press from both countries who have been active 
for many years as panellists and moderators. On the panel, there were discussions 
among well-qualified people about how the media, as a civil actor intermediating 
between the two societies, approaches relations between the two countries.

We set up a website to promote the project and reach out to the wider public and 
it contains information on the project as well as news from Turkey and Greece and 
coverage of the cooperation between the two countries together with joint action 
in the fields of economy, politics, society and culture. Additionally the website hosts 
the Internet Radio that we set up to broadcast in Turkish, English and Greek. It is 
broadcasting programmes on areas such as EU relations, Turkish-Greek relations, 
the economy, politics, culture, tourism and music.

Additionally we are preparing the regular publication of “Turkey Greece Magazine” 
which will contain news and writings by Turkish and Greek journalists, as well as 
work from academics studying the relations between the two countries, and the 
activities of companies and NGOs active in joint economic, cultural and social areas. 
Through this publication we aim to cover Turkish-Greek relations from every angle. 
There will be space for interviews with Turkish and Greek journalists, businessmen, 
NGOs, and academics as well as representatives of the two countries. 

We are also setting up a “Media Platform” that will provide a space for Turkish 
journalists working in Greece, Greek journalists working in Turkey, and reporters 
from both countries who cover EU issues in other EU countries. We plan to bring 
the platform members together at times during the project to discuss relations 
between the two countries.

Our project’s range of activities makes it unique among previous initiatives. We 
hope that once it has reached its goals it will help to shed light on other projects 
that will be established under the Civil Society Dialogue.
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CSD - I CSD - II

FROM PAST TO PRESENT 

CIVIL SOCIETY 
DIALOGUE

The first phase of 
the Programme was 
implemented during 
2008-2009 period. In 

this phase, 19,3 million 
Euros of financial 

support was granted to 
119 projects designed 
and implemented by 

Municipalities, Professional 
organizations, Universities, 

and Youth organisations 
from Turkey and the EU 
for their dialogue and 

networking activities.  In 
total, these projects helped 

to foster 153 civil society 
partnerships from Turkey, 

involving organisations 
from 21 different EU 

Member States.

In the second phase of 
the Programme, focusing 

on  Culture & Arts, and 
Agriculture & Fisheries, 41 

dialogue projects were 
successfully completed, 
with a total budget of 5 

million Euros and involving 
more than 160 different 
CSOs from Turkey and 

the EU.  In addition, 278 
thousand Euros supported 
the award of micro grants 

that helped small size 
dialogue ideas of CSOs.

The current phase of the Programme 
is hosting dialogue projects from 

civil society organisations and 
institutions from Turkey and Europe 
that are active in the fields of media 

and the EU accession political 
criteria.

2010

2012
CIVIL SOCIETY SUPPORT TO 

DEMOCRATIC VALUES
4.9 million Euros of grants have been 

awarded to 39 projects that can be 
grouped in three main areas:  human 

rights, fight against discrimination, and 
promotion of the rule of law. 

These grant projects will be implemented 
by partnerships of CSOs from Turkey and 

the EU with the goal of enabling civil 
society to make its contributions to the 
political reform process and to assist it 
in conveying the results of this process 

to the public. To this end, these CSO 
partnerships will be hosting a series of 

mutual learning and knowledge sharing 
activities, at locations across Europe and 

Turkey.

Check out the dialogue projects and 
their activities across the EU and Turkey 
through the website and social media 

accounts.

2008

CSD - III

2014
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CSD - IVCSD - III

In order to enable the dialogue to 
continue without a break, a call for 

proposals for new grant projects 
is planned in the near future. In 
this expected fourth phase of 

the Programme, projects across 
nine policy areas of the EU will 

be supported with a total budget 
of 11 million Euros. These areas 

will include environment, energy, 
protection of consumers and 

consumer health, justice, freedom 
and security, right to establish 

businesses and provide services, 
regional policies and co-ordination 

of structural funds, business and 
industrial policies, agriculture and 
fisheries, and education. The calls 

are published on https://ec.europa.
eu/europeaid and www.cfcu.gov.tr.

2015

2016
MEDIA’S ROLE IN EU-TURKEY RELATIONS

2.1 million Euros has been granted to 16 dialogue projects of  media 
institutions, to help support their role in making the EU, its values and the 

benefits of membership better known to the public both in Turkey and 
the EU Member States.

These 16 projects will run until mid-2016 by various media institutions, 
media-focussed civil society organisations and Professional Bodies of 

media members, across a wide range of different themes, contributing to 
a more participatory EU-Turkey relationship.

DIALOGUE SEMINARS WITH  MEDIA MEMBERS, CSOS, AND PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS

In parallel to the grants, a series of dialogue seminars will  be organised 
to create a strong network between civil society organisations, media 
members, and public officials as the primary actors in the accession 

process. These seminars aim to strengthen the capacity of these actors 
to work collectively to support improved understanding of EU-Turkey 

relations.

Through almost 20 seminars across Turkey and an EU study visit, 
participants will be informed about the different roles involved in 

the accession process, the background needed for a better informed 
community about accession, and will identify ways in which the different 

stakeholders can work more effectively together in delivering the 
accession messages.

The programme for the dialogue seminars, how to participate, and their 
outputs, are accessible through the Civil Society Dialogue website.
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Karsu Dönmez added colour ...
The launch of the Civil Society Dialogues 2014-
2016 programme of media and political criteria 
grant projects was a concert performance that 
symbolised cultural dialogue. Karsu Dönmez, a 
singer of Turkish-origin, living in the Netherlands, 
entertained 300 guests with a concert that blended 
her own Anatolian-flavoured compositions with 
western jazz, blues, soul and funk. Alongside her 
own songs she sang familiar Anatolian melodies 
and managed to reflect the diversity of the Civil 
Society Dialogue in music.

The concert was arranged by the Yunus Emre 
Institute, which aims to contribute to cultural 
cross-fertilization by promoting Turkish culture 
and art worldwide. 

The performer was born in Amsterdam in 1990 
and takes her name from the Hatay village of 
Karsu. She began playing the piano at seven and 
performs in the Netherlands, Belgium and many 
other European countries.

Her first studio album “Confession” appeared in 
Holland in 2012 and went on sale in Turkey this 
year. It, along with her video for “Gesi Bağlari” 
filmed at Burdur Lake, have drawn international 
acclaim.

Karsu performed at the 2012 Alanya Jazz Festival. 
She also toured with the Riccotti Ensemble to 
many cities in Turkey and Holland as part of the 
celebrations of 400 years of diplomatic relations 
between Turkey and the Netherlands.

The Karsu Dönmez Orchestra is made up of 
musicians from Hungary, Holand and Turkey. 
They added colour to the Civil Society Dialogue 
projects’ goal of inter-cultural exchange through 
Anatolian songs blended with international 
melodies.

The concert was arranged with support from 
the Yunus Emre Institute.  This Institute aims to 
contribute to cultural cross-
fertilisation by promoting 
Turkish culture and art 
worldwide, so is much 
appreciative of such 
dialogue efforts.

Civil Society Dialogue 
Opening Concert
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The Dialogue Seminars  -  bringing media, CSOs, and the public sector 
together at a venue near you!
The Ministry for EU Affairs has been supporting actions 
to promote dialogue between civil society in Turkey and 
that within the EU since 2008.  The majority of the support 
has been through the implementation of grant schemes 
to fund collaborative actions between CSOs, but within 
the current phase of the Programme, the Ministry is also 
facilitating a series of ‘Dialogue Seminars’ at locations across 
Turkey.  These seminars are designed to bring together 
representatives of media, CSOs, and public officials, to 
explore how these stakeholders might contribute towards 
a more effective dialogue and communication on EU issues 
in Turkey.

The seminars are planned as two-day events, and will 
have a format, which mixes a panel, followed by a series of 
workshop sessions.  The contents of the seminars and the 
methodology for their delivery are based on the conclusions 
of an assessment conducted last year and a participatory 
planning process where nearly 60 representatives of the 
media, CSOs, and the public sector gave their opinions.  The 
objectives of the seminars are three-fold:

1. Increase communication & dialogue on EU issues.
2. Strengthen the role of media in the accession process.
3. Enhance media/CSO relations with public sector on EU 

affairs.

The Dialogue Seminar series will be rolled out from April 
to November 2015.  They will benefit from the input of 
panellists and experts drawn from the leaders of media and 
civil society in both Turkey and the EU, and will ensure that 

lively debate is transformed into practical tips and lessons 
learnt.

These Dialogue Seminars will be a ‘must’ for professionals 
from the media, civil society, and public institutions, who 
want to learn more about how and why EU norms and 
values are important to citizens in Turkey and how this 
importance can be more effectively communicated.

Participation in the seminars will be via an open application 
process, so if you’re interested, please complete the 
application form.

The seminars will be held in the following cities:

Antalya, Istanbul, Gaziantep, Samsun, Konya, Izmir. 
Participants will make use of the experience and opinions 
of leaders from the media and civil society in Turkey and 
Europe and also gain practical ways to strengthen the 
three-way dialogue.

Those interested in participation and applications for 
the seminars can get more information from www.
siviltoplumdiyalogu.org website and fill in the application 
form.

Media Dialogue Seminars
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“Adaptation of Turkish Local Media to the European Union ” Project 
Launched in Sofia
The “Adaptation of Turkish Local Media to the 
European Union” Civil Society Dialogue project jointly 
run by the Mudanya Journalists Association and the 
Union of Bulgarian Journalists brought together 
journalists from both countries in the Bulgarian capital 
Sofia. As part of the one-week programme a 45-strong 
group of local journalists from Bursa, civil society 
representatives and politicians travelled to Bulgaria.

INTEREST IN OTTOMAN ARCHIVES

First the Bursa journalists met Sofia Governor Veselin 
Penev and his team and were briefed on the strategic 
priorities of Sofia’s 2014-2020 European Union 
Programme. The delegation then visited the National 
Library, Bulgaria’s largest, where one million Ottoman 
documents sold to the Bulgaria government as scrap 
paper by Turkey in 1931 are stored. They were briefed 
on the work of the Ottoman Archive and cooperation 
with Turkey since 1993 by archive director Professor 
Stoyanka Kenderova.

MEDIA VISITS

The Turkish delegation visited Slavka Bozukova, 
publisher of Standard, one of Bulgaria’s biggest 
circulation newspapers and had a chance for a close-up 
look at Bulgarian media. They also visited the museum 
established in the former home of Konstantin Fotinov, 
seen as the founder of written media in Bulgaria, and 
visited local newspaper Priyatel, the Turkish news 
team at Bulgarian national television BNT1 and staff at 
the Bulgarian National Radio.

DIALOGUE PROJECT LAUNCHED IN SOFIA

The Civil Society Dialogue Adaptation of Turkish Local 
Media to the European Union Project,  was introduced 
at an event attended by local media and government 
officials. The meeting began with a video promoting 
Bursa and produced by the Bursa Municipality. Yavuz 
Gerçekçi, chairman of the Mudanya Journalists 
Association, spoke to introduce the aims, activities 
and results of the project. Gerçekçi explained that the 
project aims to share information between the media 
in Turkey and the EU in order to share the benefits of 
EU membership, explain the contributions of the EU to 
the sector and help career development.

Snezhana Todorova, head of the Bulgarian Union of 
Journalists, said: “We have a Turkish minority in our 
country with whom we have lived as good neighbours 
for hundreds of years. We believe this is a start 
toward good relations between an extremely young 
journalists association and a 170-year-old association.”

Meeting Bulgarian Colleagues
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So that not even a child under State protection is left without home 
and love.. 
The Civil Society Dialogue Each Child Has the Right 
to Grow in a Loving and Caring Family Project, 
implemented by the Foster Family Foundation of 
Denizli has kicked of  on 7 March 2015 in Ankara.

The 12 month long project aims to promote the 
foster family concept throughout the country in co-
operation with their Dutch partner, International Child 
Development Initiatives (ICDI). Denizli Barr Association 
and Pamukkale Rotary club also support the project.

Through the meeting moderated by famous 
anchorperson Şebnem Dönmez and attended by 
a diverse group of audience, Project activities are 
presented. Ayfer Doğan, Head of the Denizli Foster 
Family Foundation and foster mother of four children, 
stated that they will be organising forum meetings 
in 8 cities and through these meetings they aim to 
increase the number of foster families in Turkey. For 
people interested, good practise examples of fostering 
will be presented with an ultimate aim of increasing 
the number of foster parents in the system with ability 
to bring solutions to possible issues.

While explaining how they have come up with this 
dialogue project idea Afer Doğan said: “joining a new 
family with burden in their internal worlds, children 
may have issues to overcome the anxiety that they 
might have and adopt themselves to their new 
families. To support this difficult process, field workers 
will be introduced to a new system called “BACK PACK”. 
This is a system being implemented in Europe for 
sometime and we aim to adopt the system to Turkey 
to help support the children and their foster families.

The Project also aims to develop a draft Law for helping 
children under State protection meet their loving and 
caring families and supporting foster family system for 
the benefit of children.

Open Your Heart, and Your Home As Well!



23

Social Media and Minorities
Social media today is both a popular way of getting 
information and for communicating. Many people 
from different groups communicated over social 
media for different reasons, and social and societal 
meetings occur. Turkish non-Muslim minorities form 
parts of these groups.

Which non-Muslim minorities use social media, how 
much and in what ways? What is social media’s role in  
integrating minorities into society? What obstacles do 
minorities face in expressing themselves? Are Turkey’s 
steps against discrimination and hate speech in social 
media sufficient?

These are some of the key questions, which the Social 
Media and Minorities project, run by the Yeniköy 
Panayia Greek Orthodox Church Foundation, hopes to 
address.  The project held its first news conference on 
January 14, 2015 in Istanbul to promote the objectives

Among the project partners are the Hellenic 
Foundation for European and Foreign Policy, which 
will study non-Christian minorities in Greece, and the 
Human Rights Law Implementation and Research 
Centre at Bilgi University, which will compare Turkish 
social media law to EU standards.

Laki Vingas, chairman of the Yenikoy Panayia Greek 
Orthodox Foundation and former representative of 
the Communities Foundation, explained the details 
of the project he is managing. Zeynep Arslan of the 
Hrant Dink Foundations “Study of Hate Speech in the 
Media” project, Ulaş Karan, a teacher at Bilgi University, 

and lawyer Rita Ender will be on the advisory board 
and gave information about the work they will do.

As part of the project’s investigation into how 
minorities use social media, examples of the 
discrimination and hate speech they encounter and 
the current legal situation, the Konda Consultancy 
will carry out a public survey. This research makes up 
the most important leg of the project, which began 
in 2014. At a short meeting with minority members 
after the news conference it was debated how the 
survey could reach social media users. Surveys on the 
www.socialmediaandminorities.org and on the Konda 
website will also be pointed out to young people and 
social media users by minority foundations.

GREECE RESEARCH PHASE

Laki Vingas stressed the importance of having Islam 
and Middle East expert Evangelis Venetis on the 
project’s advisory board. He said that the research 
by project partner ELIAMEP into areas of freedom 
for Greece’s minorities would take in the Muslim 
communities and groups from Africa and the Middle 
East as well as the Jewish community in Greece.

Social Media and Minorities
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The Civil Society Dialogue, as part of the “New Term for 
Local Media with EU” project, held a four-day training 
programme to familiarise members of the press with new 
broadcasting technologies.

The training at the Ordu TESK hotel was attended by: 
Şakir Gürel, chairman of the All Communication and 
Media Federation, Erdoğan Erişen, chairman of the Ordu 
19 September Journalists Association, Bahtiyar Kahveci, 

chairman of the Ordu Communications Association, 
Mehmet Köse of Haber Efor Publication from Samsun, 
Muhammet Ali Sarı of Analiz News Agency and many 
journalists and TV reporters from the Black Sea region.

Mr. Gürel spoke at the meeting to underline the speed at 
which communications technology is developing and the 
efforts of local media to keep up with the head spinning 
pace of change.

“New Term for Local Media with EU” 
Starts in the Black Sea

The ‘All for Rights, Rights for All’ project is being run 
by the Turkish Youth Union Association and Partners 
for Local Development from Romania.  The objectives 
of the project are to establish cooperation between 
NGOs working with young people and the disabled to 
promote fundamental rights of the disabled. 

The project aims to raise awareness of NGOs working 
in youth areas or with young volunteers of the United 
Nations Agreement on the Rights of the Disabled and 

the EU’s 2010-2020 Disabled Strategy. It also targets 
increased capacity in the fight against discrimination. 
The project’s work to build ties among NGOs in these 
fields should help to expand communication and 
break down barriers that are based on prejudice. 
The project was launched on January 27 in Ankara 
and will constitute a major step toward fighting the 
rights abuses, unfairness and discrimination faced by 
disabled people in society.

Launch for “All for Rights, Rights for All 
Project”
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The opening ceremony for the project run by 
the Yoruk-Turkmen Cultural Service and Support 
Foundation and their Spanish partner CESIE was held 
on December 20 in Ankara with members of the press 
and representatives of many NGOs. The project aims 
to raise the standards of elderly care in Turkey to EU 
levels. 

Speaking at the opening ceremony, foundation 
chairman Mustafa Tombuloğlu briefed attendees on 
the foundation’s work and spoke of the inspirations 
behind their decision to join the Civil Society Dialogue 
Programme. The next speaker, Mehmet Gönüler, a 
foundation member, noted that the partners want 
to raise awareness of elderly rights in Turkey and 
introduce and implement standards applied in EU 
countries to Turkey. The project will conduct study 
visits, in Spain with co-applicant DESSOO and in Italy 
and Germany with co-applicant CESIE. They aim to 
get first-hand knowledge of elderly rights and care 
services in these countries.

The project will then use the fieldwork and analysis 
to compose a comparative study of the elderly rights 
and care services in Spain, Italy and Turkey. The study 
will then be published as a book and distributed to the 
project’s target groups and final users.

Tombuloğu concluded his remarks by saying: “This 
is the Foundation’s first EU project, so among all its 
other goals, it also aims to establish and strengthen 
relations with institutions in EU countries such as Italy 
and Spain that work on elderly rights and care. At the 
end of the project we hope to have a study that will 
act as a guide to standards in elderly rights and care, 
and establish awareness of these issues in Turkey.”

Rights of Elderly People and Care Services at EU Standards 
in Ankara
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The project’s first press conference took place in Ankara 
on November 26. About 90 attendees were briefed 
on the project including representatives of Ankara 
media and protocol figures. Project Coordinator Seran 
Sargur and assistants Mustafa Ali Belek and Gökhan 
Bahçecik spoke about the technical aspects of the 
project. Representatives of Kanal Avrupa Media GmbH 
and Vizyon 58 TV spoke about their expectations and 
goals.

AKP Istanbul MP Metin Külünk said that Kanal Avrupa 
plays an important role for Turks living in Europe.  He 
remarked that significant contributions can come from 

the dialogue between media groups in Turkey and 
the EU and that these can make an input to Turkey’s 
EU membership process. A Q&A session dealt with 
questions about the project. Finally a cocktail allowed 
the project team, Kanal Avrupa representatives and 
guests the chance for one-to-one conversation about 
the project.

On December 12, a second press conference took 
place in Duisberg, Germany, the site of Kanal Avrupa’s 
headquarters. It was well attended thanks to the 
channel’s profile among the Turkish community 
and the German community. Also in attendance 
were members of the press from German and senior 
representatives of NGOs from the Turkish community. 

Politicians from Germany and Turkey also attended the 
event, which was broadcasted live by Kanal Avrupa TV. 
Thorsten Klute, undersecretary for harmonisation for 
North Rhine-Westphalia, AKP Istanbul MP Ismail Safi 
and Gumushane MP Feramuz Üstün all spoke at the 
event. The live broadcast continued after the meeting 
and an open buffet allowed the guests to share their 
thoughts on the project and Kanal Avrupa. Finally 
they attended the opening of the channel’s new TV 
building.

German Press Launch for Strengthening Cooperation in Media Project 




